WEARING HIMSELF   OUT              QI
Haves and the Have-nots. On two sorts of
working-class people it made no impression.
Hardie described them angrily :
" There is the smug, selfish man who finds
himself fairly comfortable and desires to make
his position secure. To him the defender of
property can always appeal, certain of a
willing response. The poor dolt, blinded by
selfishness, will not see that the ever-lengthening
chain of poverty to which he is attached by
the mere fact of belonging to the working classes
will one day drag him over into the abyss.
cc Then there is the ignorant, besotted set
who vote Tory because of a strange vein of
contrariness which runs through human nature.
They have no property to conserve, no empire
to defend, but neither have they any of the
grit of true manhood, and they find a serf's
pleasure in being on the same side as their
masters.
" These, when combined, are but a small
portion of the electorate, but at present they
are sufficient to turn the scale heavily in favour
of Toryism."
The first of these types prevailed among the
better-paid, highly skilled trade unionists ; the
second, among the unskilled, at that time poorly
organised. Yet, in spite of their recalcitrance,
the idea became more and more familiar that
Labour should not say, cc by your leave,55 to
any Party ; that there should be no more cringing